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THE LATE COMMISSION ON LUNACY —THE LEGISLATURE AND THE
PROFESSION.

In our last volume, we noticed at some length the valuable labors of the
Commissioners upon Lunacy, whose Report, so liberally supplied by the
Legislature, is in the hands of all our readers in Massachusetts, and of
many in other States. Quite lately, Dr. Jarvis has published in our pages
a letter of acknowledgement to the Profession for the warm interest taken
by its members in the project he had so much at heart, and which he has
so admirably executed.

We cannot let the subject pass without a few more words of-comment.
The facts brought to light by the Commissioners proved to be an appeal,
whose eloquence, louder than words, and more effective than any oratory,
has wrought alike upon the minds and hearts of those whose action was
needed. In no other way, indeed, could the results, upon which every one
must look with pride and gratitude, have been obtained. It was only ne-

cessary to offer the convincing proof adduced by the Commission, to an ap-
preciating body of men—the labor was great, but it has been well rewarded
in the attainment of its objects to an extent which we believe the most
sanguine could hardly have expected.

It may be well to advert, briefly, to certain of the facts which have come
to our knowledge.

For a period of seventeen years there had been no new hospital prepared
for the rapidly increasing numbers of the insane in Massachusetts, and no
new accommodations, even, for six years, when a large and respectable
Commission, after a careful and laborious survey, represented the necessity
of action to the legislature of 1849, presenting facts sufficient to make their
statements valid throughout. The appeal was fruitless, and nothing more
was done till 1851, when the Taunlon Hospital was decreed. It was built,
and filled almost as soon as erected. Its occupancy dates back to April,
1854.

Within a year after this was effected, a proposition was put forward for
a third hospital, grounding the application upon the array of undeniable facts
which the Commission ascertained from the medical profession, in their re-
cent survey of the State, and which showed the great number of the insane
yet unprovided for, and their probable increase ; and demonstrated the im-
perative necessity of further accommodations.

The proposition was received with favor, and found active friends in both
branches of the Legislature; the Committee on Charitable Institutions took
charge of the Commissioners' Report, after having had it read to them in
manuscript by one of the Commissioners. From the fact that it covered 350
pages, it may be imagined that much time was occupied in reading and
hearing it. In fact, the Committee devoted several evenings to it with
great cheerfulness. They were satisfied with its assertions (all ratified by
figures), consented to its proposals, and recommended them to the Legisla-
ture for acceptance and fulfilment, and also that a large edition be printed
for circulation throughout the State. The Legislature subsequently or-
dered the Report to be laid upon the table for further consideration, and
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also that, in addition to the usual number of 1600 copies stricken off, 5,000
should be printed ; thus showing their entire appreciation of its value and
pressing importance. Afterwards, 3,500 additional copies were ordered for
the use of the Commission, and as many to be bound as were necessary for
distribution among the physicians of the State, &c. In all, 10,100 copies
were issued.

So fully were the members of the Legislature impressed with the unde-
niable need of all that was proposed by the Commission, that when the
matter came up for decision and the voting of appropria lions, there was no
debate at all ; no speeches for or against the measure ; till were prepared to
support it, and through every stage of the progress of the mensure there
was no dissenting voice or vote. There was not even a doubt manifested
or a question raised, publicly, at any rate, as to its propriety. Truly this
was a most gratifying thing to the Commissioners, who had toiled so well
in a good cause, sadly neglected for so long a time! Even the Governor,
who had feared that the Treasury was already exhausted, and felt that he
could sanction no more grants except such as were imperiously demanded,
said that such an array of facts required his signature.

Not only was the law passed establishing this third Hospital, but the
conditions, and the manner of imposing them, were altogether the most fa-
vorable. The bearing of the Legislative Committee, and of the members
at large, towards the Commissioners (who in this case represented the Medi-
cal Profession), was a matter of peculiar satisfaction. The most agreeable
relations were established. The Commissioners were requested to draw up
a bill expressing their views ; the Committee on Finance, without hesita-
tion, asked how much money would be required for the purposes desired to
be effected, and at once accepted the stated sum ($200,000) ; the Legislature
unhesitatingly voted it, and the Hospital was established.

This is one of the freest and most liberal grants ever made in this State
or elsewhere for charitable purposes. When the Worcester Hospital was

created, small grants were made at different times. In the case of the
Taunton Hospital, one half the requisite sum, only, was ordered at first;
thus the building and other operations were materially cramped and delay-
ed.' In the instance of the third Hospital, however, the whole $200,000
was granted and made available at once; the Building Commissioners
knew the whole extent of their means, and that they were sufficient for all
their purposes. These results are due to the confidence which the Legisla-
ture and men of influence have in the medical profession, and which each
member placed in his own physician and others of his acquaintance, who
he knew had contributed a part of the facts, and had apparently sanctioned
the conclusions drawn from them.

The efforts of the Commission set the machinery in motion which ope-
rated so widely and so well ; and the willing concurrence of the medical
men of the State was most effectual and gratifying.

As this is the first time that our whole (State) profession has appeared
before the Legislature, and as in this they have been completely successful,
it is a matter for congratulation, both on account of their almost universal
co-operation and also of the manifest hold they have upon the confidence
of the people and of those who represent thern in the government. And it
should furthermore encourage physicians to unite and exert themselves in
any cause worthy of such an effort. How many such there are, and how
much might be effected by the combined wisdom and strength of a profes-
sion, the vast majority of which is actuated by motives of the purest phi-
lanthropy !

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at THE CHINESE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG on July 17, 2016. 
 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



The examples we have in the zeal and efficiency displayed by the Com-
missioners upon Lunacy, and in the noble concurrence of the Massachusetts
Legislature of 1855, are, in their views and wishes, worthy of universal
admiration and imitation.

PROPAGATION OF YELLOW FEVER.
We notice in'a Mobile paper, an excellent letter, copied from the New

York Journal of Commerce, on the subject of yellow fever, intended to an-

swer the arguments of those who assert that the disease is spreading north-
ward, and that in a few years the large cities in this section of the country
will be subject to visitations like that which has desolated Norfolk and
Portsmouth, in Virginia. The writer states, that although yellow fever,
like other epidemics, is migratory in its invasions, it observes no particular
direction in its course, in a given succession of years. It does, however,
present this remarkable feature, in common with cholera, and many other
epidemic diseases, that it every where respects sanitary improvements ; and
where sanitary and police regulations are neglected, the disease is most apt
to prevail, provided that certain other conditions are present, namely, an

elevated and humid state of the atmosphere, and solar radiation, acting on

decaying vegetable matter, or freshly exposed earth.
The reason why yellow fever does not always prevail incertain locali-

ties, is lhat a combination of these conditions is necessary to its production.
In Norfolk, in addition to the state of the atmosphere, which is generally
hot and moist during the summer, the other conditions were supplied dur-
ing the past season, by the removal of certain old wharves, which were in
a rotten condition, and by the filling up of hollows with offensive soil from
the bottom of the shallow stream near Portsmouth. This combination can
in many places be easily prevented, especially in northern cities, and even
in Norfolk, there is every reason to believe that an ordinary observance of
sanitary laws would have greatly mitigated, if it did not wholly prevent,
the recent pestilence in that city.

With regard to the question of contagion, the writer observes, one thing
is universally admitted, that if a case of yellow fever be carried from a

place where it prevails to a healthy atmosphere, no one fears its propagation;
were it otherwise, the flying inhabitants of Norfolk would have infected the
whole country, for hundreds of miles. It is only when the poison meets
with a certain combination of favorable circumstances, that there is danger
of its spreading into an epidemic.

AMERICAN SURGEONS—THEIR STANDING IN EUROPE.
We copy from the "Foreign Correspondence" in a late number of the

New Hampshire Journal of Medicine, the following tribute to the skill of
American surgeons, which, coining from so eminent an authority, is highly
gratifying. It will be remembered that the report of Dr. Kiinball's case
first appeared in our pages.

"The two most prominent men in the Medical Faculty of Berlin are,
probably, Langenbeck and Von Grrofe. The former, the successor of Dief-
fenbach, as a surgeon, is second to no one in Europe, and his name is now

quoted as the first surgical authority of Germany. The few American sur-

geons who have visited this city and made his acquaintance, will always
remember the attention with which he receives our countrymen, and the
pleasure and instruction which his conversation and public clinics afford. In
personal appearance, Prof. Langenbeck is altogether prepossessing. He is
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a slight built man, of about forty years, of a thoughtful countenance, and
wearing the look of one who is constantly active but never exhausted. He
speaks English perfectly, and often refers to the labors of English surgeons
with evident admiration.
"I was surprised to find him so well acquainted with the names and suc-

cess of the distinguished men of his profession in America. While spend-
ing an evening lately at his beautiful residence in the Thier Garten, he
took occasion to express himself in the warmest manner in regard to Dis.
Pancnast, Mott, Camochan, Mussey and Warren. He spoke of Mr. Guth-
rie's first idea of chloroform, and the discovery of the application and ad-
vantage of ether in surgery, as entirely originating with us. He praisedthe success of our surgeons in many operations, in which those of Europe
are quite unfortunate ; and I remember his speaking, in particular, of the
operations of his personal friend, Dr. Kimball of Lowell, in abdominal sur-

gery, as being altogether unsurpassed upon the continent. Dr. Langenbeckhas had but seven cases of ovarian tumor in which he has performed the
tang Cassarian section, nnd five of these died of secondary peritonitis. In
none of them was there any thing to counter-indicate the operation. Dr.
L. thinks that the influence of climate is of great weight in the success or
failure of this class of cases. It is worth a remark, that Dr. Langenheck'suncle was successful in extirpating one uterus, but this was taken out below,
and not by the abdominal section. He regards the celebrated case of Dr.
Kimball as unprecedented in surgery."

NEW SUPERINTENDENT OF THE STATE LUNATIC ASYLUM.
WrE learn from the Traveller, that at a meeting of the Trustees of the

State Lunatic Hospital at Worcester, on the 11th inst., Merrick Bemis,
M.D., was unanimously elected Superintendent of the Institution, in placeof Dr. Chandler, who resigned. Dr. Bemis has held the office of Assistant
Physician to the Hospital for the last seven years, and is eminently qualified
for the arduous and responsible office to which he has been elected.

Books, S?c, Received.—A Classification of Tumors confounded under (lie name of Cancer.
By Paul Broca. Translated by Geo. A. Otis, Ml)—Essay on Dental Surgery, lor PopularReading, By Geo. Wall, D.D.S., M.D. Cincinnati.—Address, introductory to the Course of
Lectures in the St. Louis Medical College, liy Charles A Po|>e, A.M., MD., Professor of Sur-
gery. Si. Louis, 1855.—An Introduction lo Practical Pharmacy, &c. liy Edward Parrish,
Principal of the School ol Practical Pharmacy, ecc. Philadelphia, 1856. (From Ticknor &
Fields.)—The Practitioners Pharmacopeia and Universal Formulary, containing 2(10(1 ClassicalPrescriptions, ¿tc. By John Foote, M R.C.S., Loud. Willi corrections and additions by an
American Physician. New York. Samuel S. &. William Wood. (From lhe Publishers.)—Va-ledictory Address to the Graduating Class, al lhe filly-second Commencement of Casllelon Medi-
cal College, liy S. G. Perkins, M 1). Rutland, 1855.—Epidemics and Quarantine. A Lecture,
introductory lo the Winter Course al the New York Medical College. Ilv Horace Greene, M.D.,
l.LI)., President of the Faculty, &c. New York, I85S—A Plea lor the Establishment of Vete-
rinary Colleges in the United states, liy James Bryan. A.M., M.D.—Transactions of the New
Hampshire Medical Society, for 1855.—An Introductory Address, delivered betöre the (.'lass of
the Medical Department of the University of Nashville.

'

liy John M. Watson, M t), Professor of
Obstetrics and lhe Diseases of Women and Children.

Died,—In Natchitoeb.es, La., 23d ult., Dr. Henry D. Wakefeild, formerly of this city.
Deaths in Boston for lhe week ending Saturday noon, Dec. 15th. 78. Males.38—(émulos, 40.

Accident, 1—apoplexy, 2—asthma, 1—burns, I—congestion of the brain, 2—cancer in lhe neck,1—consumption, 12—convulsions, 2—croup. 6—dropsy, I—dropsy in the head, 5—debility, 2—
infantile diseases, 6—puerperal, 2—dyspepsia, 1—erysipelas, 2—typhoid fever, 1—rheumatism, I
—disease of the heart, 3—hemorrhage, 1—iullammaiion of the lungs, 7—marasmus, 1—measles, 5
—palsy, 1—purpura, 1—disease of the spine, I—smallpox, <l—disease of stomach, 1—teething, 4.Under 5 years, 40—between 5 and 20 years, 4—between 20 and 40 years, 18—between 40
and (iO years, it—above lit) years, 8. Borii In the United Stales, 50'_Ireland, 15—England, 2—
Scotland, 1—British Provinces, 3—Germany, 1.
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Society for the Relief of the Jfïdows and Orphans of Medical Men—No Dinner.—
The twelfth annual meeting of this Society was held in one of the rooms of
the College of Physicians and Surgeons. The President (Dr. Isaac Wood) occu-

pied the Chair. The minutes of the several meetings for iho past year were read
by lhe Secretary and adopted.

The report of the Treasurer was also read and adopted. From it we learn that
the funds on hand amount to ¡$18,639 41; $18,200 are invested in bonds and
mortgages) at 7 per cent, interest, and the balance in the treasury amounts to
$489 41. Received for the last year, from every source, $2.664 87 ; disburse-
ments. $240 75 ; number of members, 87—47 of whom are life members, and
10 members have joined within the last year; 7 life members made themselves
benefactors by paying $60 each, and two gentlemen became benefactors by pay-
ing ¡$150; one of those gentlemen was a layman ; the present number of bene-
factors is 18—4 of whom are laymen ; the Society has received a bequest of $400.

A ballot was taken for the election of ollicers, when the following were re-
elected :—

President—I. Wood, M.D. Vice Presidents—James Anderson, M.D., G. P.
Cammann, M.D., H D. Bulkley, M.D. Treasurer—Edward L. Beadle. Secre-
tary—J. VV. ü. Clements.

The following Board of Managers were also elected :—Drs. J. L. Van Kleek,
Benjamin Ogdeu, J. R. Wood, Jacob llarsen, S. P. White, I. E. Taylor, T. M.
Halstead. Dr. Detmold was elected to fill a vacancy which had occurred in the
Board of Managers by the decease of a member.

The usual anniversary dinner of the Society will be dispensed with this year.—
N. Y. Times.

Trial for Mal-practicc.—The second trial of Dr. Snell, of Brooklyn. L. I., for
mal-praotiee, has recently terminated in a verdict of $3,000 for the plaintiff, be-
ing an addition of $1,000 to the damages rendered at the last trial. The ease
was one of gangrene of the hand, with loss of several of the lingers, following a
fracture of the humérus, near the elbow-joint, and caused, as the plaintiff alleges,
by the pressure of bandages, too tightly applied, and allowed to remain on too
long. The principal witness was Dr. VVillard Parker. The verdict appears,
from the report of the trial, to be just.

Strange Hallucination.—At a sale of the estate of the late Samuel Pointer, in
Halitax County, the sum of $600 was paid for a mad stone—a mineral, supposed
to have wonderful healing virtues.—Richmond Whig.

Treatment of Paronychia.—The following lotion is highly recommended by Dr.
Brown, of Chatham, as an abortive treatment of this painful affection. Take of
calcined alum, 3 grs. ; sulphate of zinc and acetate of lead, 2 grs. each; water,
1 oz. M. Make a lotion, to be applied warm.—London Lancet.

Enemata of Borax in Diarrhaa.—Dr. Bouchut, physician to the Hôpital Sainte-
Eugcnie, has employed enemuta of borax with success, in idiopalhie diarrhœa of
young infants, in the following proportions :—Sweetened water, 5 ozs. ; borate of
soda, 1 1-2, to 3 1-2, or 5 drachms.— Gazette des Hôpitaux.

Fatal Poisoning from Diseased Meat.—The family of Mr. Fox, residing at No.
149 First Avenue, were recently poisoned by eating diseased mutton, purchased
by Mis. Fox, on Wednesday of last week, at Washington Market. It appears
that the log of mutton was boiled on Thanksgiving day, but not partaken of until
the following Saturday, when Mrs. Fox, her two daughters and a female visitor
ate some soup which had been prepared from it on that day, and were soon taken
sick. Drs. Downes, O'Rorko and Brady were called in, and administered medi-
cines, which gave relief; but the cause of the sickness was not attributed to tho
mutton. On the following Wednesday, the meat remaining was made into a

hash, and partaken of by the whole family, all of whom were immediately taken
sick, and on the following day Mrs. Fox died. Before her death she staled where
she had purchased the mutton. Dr. 0:Koike made a post-mortem examinatou of
the body, but found no poison; the contents of the stomach will, however, be sub-
jected lo chemical analysis. Efforts are being made to ascertain from whom the
diseased meat was purchased.—N. Y. Daily Times, Dec. 8.
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